




































































































Soil and land in the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment and 
the Rio Conventions
Rain-fed cultures on upper hillside, irri-
gated vegetable gardens on lower hill-
side, and irrigated rice fields at the bot-
tom, representing acculturation over 
generations. Highlands of Madagascar.







































United Nations Framework 






































































































Efficient water use in the dry highland 
area of Wadi Dar, Yemen. 
Photo by Hans Hurni
Left:
The Sahara has expanded by more than 
10 percent in the last century. Sandstorm 
in Niger.











































Synergies between the  
conventions
Synergies	between	the	conventions	
should	be	built	on	the	basis	of	the	
many	obvious	direct	and	indirect	links	
between	carbon	capture	in	degraded	
lands,	adding	value	to	and	enhancing	
biodiversity	in	ecosystems,	sustainable	
management	of	soils,	and	efficient	
and	sustainable	use	of	energy	from		
biomass	and	other	non-fossil	sources.	
The	need	for	improved	linkages	and	
cooperation	was	identified	several	
years	ago	(Herold	et	al.,	2001).	A	joint	
liaison	group	for	the	three	Rio	Con-
ventions	was	created	in	2001,	and	a	
number	of	activities	(workshops)	have	
highlighted	the	potential	for	synergies	
between	the	conventions.	UNEP	has	
created	a	Division	of	Environmental	
Convention,	with	the	mission	of	iden-
tifying	synergies	and	promoting	sub-
stantive	collaboration	among	Multilat-
eral	Environmental	Agreements.
The	establishment	of	the	GEF	as	a	
financial	mechanism	for	UNCCD	
makes	it	possible	to	develop	more	
credible	synergistic	programmes	that	
foster	new	partnerships	between	
actors	at	different	levels	and	from	
different	sectors.	Even	if	the	role	of	
sustainable	land	and	soil	management	
is	not	obvious	in	the	formulation	of	
the	convention,	is	it	nevertheless	a	
basic	condition	for	sustainable	devel-
opment,	and	a	starting	point	from	
which	synergies	can	be	built	among	
the	conventions	(Ott,	2005).
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